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Yosemite 2010

by Ron Crowell, MD, Founder & Chair 
Emergency Medicine in Yosemite 
CAL/ACEP Past President

�7�K�H�� �����U�G�� �$�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �0�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�� �L�Q��
Yosemite is now in the history books.  Changes 
in the procedures for accrediting CME programs 
have resulted in arcane rules that ‘must be 
obeyed’. As a result of tremendous effort 
by all of the CAL/ACEP staff, the Chapter 
negotiated the maze successfully and achieved 
among the largest registration in the history of 
the  conference.  

�$�Q�G�� �Z�K�D�W�� �D�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�²�K�H�O�S�H�G�� �E�\��
perfect weather.  It started with a discussion on 
Abraham Lincoln, particularly focusing on his 
ambition, integrity and leadership qualities.  Jan 
Lofthouse, a retired trial attorney compressed 
�K�H�U�� ������ �K�R�X�U�� �F�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�� �L�Q�W�R�� ������ �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���� �� �,�W��
raised the issue of comparisons between Lincoln 
and our new President.  

The Wednesday evening Opening Dinner 
featured vocals by Judy Lunn, who pursues her 
musical career on cruise ships and other venues 
and, when at home in Austin, Texas, works as 
a computer consultant.  Judy also entertained 
at the Thursday and Friday evening programs.  
Our group loved her and she has been invited 
back for next year.  We also had a presentation 
from Nancy Muleady-Mecham who offered her 
expertise with what it takes to be a Park Ranger, 
authored three books, just received a Fulbright 
Scholarship and is off to Russia to teach biology 
courses and astronomy along with research in 
their nature preserves this Fall.

The medical program featured emergency 
�P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�� �V�W�D�U�V���� �5�L�F�N�� �%�X�N�D�W�D���� �%�L�O�O�\�� �0�D�O�O�R�Q����
David Schriger, Swaminatha Mahadevan, Mike 
Bresler, Matt Strehlow, and Ed Panacek.  

The Spousal Progam was presented by Dianne 
Hoag Bukata, Attorney, and was a successful 
�H�Y�H�Q�W���R�Q���(�V�W�D�W�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����������²�1�H�Z���5�X�O�H�V�"

�7�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �W�Z�R�� �D�U�W�L�V�W�V����
photographer John Weller and mixed media artist 
Joseph Rossano both of whom are friends of the 

conference, and have directed their art toward 
man’s impact on the environment.  John has a 
Pew grant for his work cataloguing the Ross 
Sea in Antarctica, the last unspoiled ocean.  Joe 
accompanied Brad Zlotnick to Costa Rica after 
�O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���W�K�H��
world wide effort toward the bar-coding species.  
Brad presented an overview of this work in 
�D�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �³�(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �3�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q�� �8�S��
Close and Personal”, wherein we spotlight our 
colleagues endeavors outside of medicine. We 
also had presentations by Janet Eastman on the 
changing media in the US and its implications 
for the preservation of a meaningful free press 
and Mat Foley with “End of Life in America”.  
The evening program was ably anchored by 
Alan Gianotti who once again mesmerized the 
group with “More Tales from the Himalayas”.

Each afternoon was free.  There were group 
�K�L�N�H�V�²�D�O�O���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�O�V���Z�H�U�H���G�U�\�²�D�Q�G���K�L�N�H�U�V���F�R�X�O�G��
get higher than usual.  Some folks skied, others 
went ice skating.  Some enjoyed the Visitor’s 

Center or the Ansel Adams Gallery or the 
Museum.

Everyone had a great time.  The most 
common feedback from the attendees was that it 
felt like a family get together.

�1�H�[�W�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �G�D�W�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� �����������W�K���� �� �,�I��
you’ve never been, you should treat yourself and 
your loved ones to this very special experience!  
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Sponsor:

Emergency Groups’ Office 
(EGO)

&

Exhibitors:

Emergency Groups’ Office 
(EGO)

Kaiser

Newsura Insurance Services

Radiometer America

Sanofi-Aventis

US Army Health Care
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2010 Emergency Medicine in Yosemite
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